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[m the Days
Of Baseball’s

Innocence

By WILBORN HAMPTON

R RIK

Remember when baseball was
jusé a game? When sports idols did
notspend the off-season in rehab or
comppleting their community serv-
ice? Was there ever such a time?
Fot the nostalgic, Eddie Frierson is
offering a visit to a bygone era of
baseball with ““Matty,” an appealing

on¢-man show about Christy Math-

ewson, the clean-cut boy next door
who was-one of the game's greatest
pit¢hers. ‘

For Mr. Frierson, who wrote and
performs the solo piece, ‘“Matty” is

clearly a labor of love for the legend- .

ary:New York Giants star. By the
timfe he pitched his last game, in
1918, Mathewson had won 373 games,
had,struck out 2,498 batters and had
posted three straight seasons with
mose than 30 wins. He briefly man-
ageéd the Cincinnati Reds, then

served in France in World War I,

where he was the victim of a gas
attack. He died of tuberculosis in
1925, and was one of the first players
elected to the Baseball Hall of Fame
when it was estdblished in 1938,

Mr. Frierson deftly mixes his
pitches, combining the biographical
curves of Mathewson’s life with
change-up anecdotes about base-
ball's early days and fast-ball obser-
vatlgns on umpires, sportswriters

and life in general (the latter accom- -

panigd by homespun advice for Little
Leaguers).

athewson’s off-the-dlamond ac-
tivitles are not ignored either. The
pit¢her appeared in a movie, a
Breadway show and a vaudeville re-
vue and wrote a series of books for
yoyngsters. And if you thought sports
celebrity endorsements began with

MATTY

AnJvening With Christy
Maghewson

Basd on the life and writings of
Matewson; written and performed by Eddie
Fridrson; directed by Kerrigan Mahan: cos-
tu by Suzan Kay Frierson; lighting by
La ce Oberman; set by Robert Smith;
Stage manager, Tiffany Yelton. Presented by
Blask Bags Three Productions in assoctation
with Edmund Gaynes an the Mathswson
Foundation. At the Lamb's, Downstairs, 130
Wes 44th Street, Manhattan,

. ) Ed Kreiger.
Eddie Frierson portrays Christy Mathewson, the Hall of Fame pitcher.

Evening With rtsty Mathewson.

breakfast cereals, Mathewson was
the official spokesman for Tuxedo
pipe tobacco. ‘“There is an art to
making whole lies out of half-truths,”
Mathewson observes with a boyish
grin. ‘

The Christy Mathewson one meets
through ‘Mr. Frierson is an “aw,
shucks’ kind of a guy who gets over
life’s hurdles, even the suicide of his
kid brother, on the strength of sports
platitudes. But he is charming com-
pany and tells a good tale. The best
parts of the show are the reminis-
cences, Mr. Frierson single-
handedly re-enacts the 1908 playoft
game between the Giants and the
Chicago Cubs that turned into a riot
at the Polo Grounds; a shaggy-dog
account of Charlie Faust’s sojourn as
the Giants' good-luck charm for sev-
eral seasons is amusing, and Math-
ewson’'s role in uncovering the 1918
Chicago Black Sox scandal is a foot-
note to baseball history,

Kerrigan Mahan has directed Mr. |
Frierson in a polished performance |
that takes place on Robert Smith’s |

"garage sale of a set, packed with

enough trophies, vintage baseball
caps and photos of veteran players to
;start a Cooperstown annex. One
Idoesn’t have to be a baseball buff to
enjoy this pleasant evening of memo-
rabilia, but it helps.
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One-man show is a perfect pitch

moment in Eddie Frierson’s one-

man show, “Matty — An Evening
vith Christy Mathewson,” directed by
{errigan Mahan, now at the Lambs
"heater downstairs. 4
Frierson has himself written the
cript, based on the life, sayings and
mitings of the man who was argu-
bly America’s first major baseball
:gend, and in 1936, 20 years after
is retirement as a player and nine
ears after his death, one of the origi-
als inducted into the Inaugural
‘lass of Baseball’s Hall of Fame.
The Frierson/Mathewson moment
‘a8, however, nothing particularly to

rﬂERE is one fearsome, compelling

o with either Mathewson’s formida-

le achievements or even his obvi-
usly extraordinarily engaging per-
anality.

Zhe, moment is. virtu

ly, at the end.. g,

popularly referred to) career was
over, and he was clearly about to die,
at the comparatively young age of 45
of - tuberculosis, probably ac uired
from exposure to poison gas
his service in World War I.
But. just we are getting ready to

uring

‘shuffle out of the theater — hopefully

amused by all the baseball reminis-
cence andy lore — unexpectedly the
houselights go up. Startlingly,
Frierson/Mathewson looks out at the
audience, grins and invites questions.

Instantly a one-man ‘show becomes

[ the;quite long,.vet blipsfully painy,.. giay if we had been able to ask Eml

g% evening, and,; the: somewhat gar.:

1lous, yet always interesting and
1arming, chat is about to wind down.

The Big Six’s (as Mathewson was

Willianms/Cheirtes BPiékénsyu héwl
proposed to end “Edwin Drood™

The audience jumps at the opportu-
nity — treating Frierson exactly as if

Wving lecture from a dedd man — i’?ﬁ
eb

he were Mathewson reborn. How did
he invent the “screwball” — he called
it the “fade-away” — or what did he
think of Shoeless Joe Jackson and the
Black Sox scandal?

- And Frierson is totally convincing
— not only in giving, say, a beauti-
fully technical account of the “fade-
away,” but in behaving seemingly
with all the authority and knowledge
of Mathewson’s acquired personal his-
tory. It’s pure virtuosity.

As for the show as a totality, this is
a lively visit with a fascinating man,
full of anecdotage, the absolute value
of which might depend on your appe-
tite for baseball mythology. I myself
enjoyed the show very much, but I am
certain that my son — a baseball fa-
natic — would have enjoyed it more.

But he — lost in all the stories and

R et B AR o et

nof that stdrtling. theatrical moment

when illuston becomes reality, and
the actor totally takes over the per-
sona of the acted. '
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BY FACSIMILE

To: Eddie Frierson
From: Bob Cuostas

IT'S 500% TRUE THAT YOU DON'T IIAVE TO BE A BASEBALL FAN TO BE
COMPLETELY ENGAGED BY EDDIE FRIERSON'S PERFORMANCE. HE LEAVES
THE AUDIENCE WITH A REAL APPRECIATION OF CHRISTY MATHEWSON,
AND THE PLACE AND TIME IN WHICH HE WAS AN AUTHENTIC AMERICAN
HERO. ON THE OTHER HAND, IF YOU ARE A BASEBALL FAN, YOU WILL BE
AMAZED AT HOW MUCH YOU DIDN'T KNOW ABOUT "MATTY", HIS
CONTEMPORARIES, AND THE DRAMATIC BASEBALL EVENTS OF THEIR

TIME.

BOB COSTAS
NBC SPORTS

Jcar
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Mathewson time machine offers a wonderful ride

In this age of channelsurfing and cyberspace,
anything that can hold our attention for a couple
of hours deserves accolades. That such a show is
performed by one man and casts baseball in a
favorable light is remarkable.

———————  Say hello to Matty, Eddie
A REVle Frierson’s one-man play about
By Tim Wende! Hall of Fame pitcher Christy
—————— Mathewson. This show is as
memorable as an exciting World Series game,
and it wakes up the echoes about why we love
baseball. It reminds us that no other sport enjoys
such history or as many heroes and scoundrels.

The play’s lone set is a crowded attic. Moving
between a tattered easy chair, cluttered desk
and coat rack, Frierson recreates baseball’s
world at the turn of the century. He imperson-
ates voices so well that he can duplicate conver-
sations. By the end of the show a visitor will have
heard from more than 30 characters, including
Judge Kenesaw Mountain Landis, Fred Merkle,
Grantland Rice, a Boston bellboy, and John
McGraw, the New York Giants’ fabled manager
from 1902 to 1932.

The heart-to-heart that Frierson, impersonat-
ing McGraw, has with the audience to start the
second act is moving. He wades into the crowd,
transforming it for 10 minutes into the New York
Giants’ clubhouse. For this is the fiery, no-non-
sense McGraw, who gets in his players’ faces and
demands their best efforts and utmost respect.
And, for laughs, Frierson does the same. After a
quick dissertation on his baseball philosophy, he
asks one theater-goer if he understands.

*“Yes,” the patron shrugs.

“Just yes?” says Frierson/McGraw, his voice
rising.

“Yes, sir?”

“Try ‘Yes, Mr. McGraw.””

By the end of this act, Frierson has the crowd
yelling, “Yes, Mr. McGraw” to every request.
They're ready to follow him out onto the field
and another New York victory.

RIERSON GREW UP A baseball player. Af-

ter he pitched his high school team in Nash-

ville to a Tennessee state championship, he
went to UCLA and pitched for the Bruins.

“But I soon figured out that while I may be
good, I wasn't good enough,” Frierson says.
“That’s when I got real interested in the stage.”

After graduating with a theater arts degree in
1982, he began looking for a subject for a one-
man show. George Custer and Andrew Jackson
went by the boards before Frierson decided
upon Christy Mathewson.

Nicknamed “The Big Six,” Mathewson invent-
ed what is now known as the screwball. His ac-
complishments in 16 years with the Giants in-
cluded records for endurance (46 games started
in 1904) and victories (37 in 1908). In the 1905
World Series, he shut out the Philadelphia Athlet-
ics three times in five days.

Mathewson also acted in the movies and on
the vaudeville stage, wrote a series of books~for

A Natty ‘Matty’: Eddie Frierson as pitching great Christy Mathewson.

boys and was a World War I war hero.

But that can be learned from baseball history.
To know a person so well that you'can become
that luminary for two hours on stage takes more
than cracking open a few books. Frierson spent
12 years researching his one-man show; travel-
ing to Mathewson's hometown (Factoryville,
Penn.), his college (Bucknell), his winter home
(south-central Los Angeles) and where he died
of tuberculosis (Saranac Lake, N.Y.)

In his travels, Frierson found Mathewson’s
personal remembrances, which became the ba-
sis for Matty. But the show didn’t jell until Frier-
son rewrote the production with the help of di-
rector Kerrigan Mahan.

The extensive research resulted in a great
show, and Frierson was accepted into the Math-
ewson family as an adopted grandson.

“Almost every word in the show comes direct-
ly from Matty’s memoirs,” says Frierson.

of the show, Frierson takes gquestions

from the audience. Ask him about the
Hall of Fame at Cooperstown and he’ll give you a
puzzled look. Even though Mathewson was in the
Hall's inaugural class, he died 11 years before
Cooperstown opened its doors.

Frierson stays in character until the end. On
his stage, the Yankees are still the Highlanders.
Matty knows nothing about Frank Thomas or
Ken Griffey Jr. or Albert Belle. But he can tell
you about Honus Wagner. How he was the tough-
est batter Mathewson ever faced. How Wagner
walked and talked and swung'a bat, and for a
moment you're back there. Seeing baseball as it
used to be and sometimes still is.

Matty recently completed a four-month run in
New York, and Frierson is putting together a na-
tional tour. When it comes to your town, go see it.

For those who remain rankled about how the
national pastime has conducted itself lately,
Matty is a great way to become hooked on base-
ball again.

w HEN THE HOUSE lights go up at the end

As we went to press, the national tour for
Matty was still being put together. Its schedule
will be printed in Baseball Weekly as soon as

available. =3

FOR MORE ON MATTY

If you would like to learn more about Christy Math-
ewson, these books can help:

» Matty: An American Hero by Ray Robinson (Ox-
ford University Press).

» Pitching in a Pinch or Baseball from the Inside by
Christy Mathewson with Eric Rolfe Greenberg (Uni-
versity of Nebraska). N

» Christy Mathewson: A Game-8y-Game Frofile
of a Legendary Pitcher by Ronald A. Mayer (McFar-
land & Co.)







